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FROM THE RECTOR
ROB MEROLA

Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, our new building may vee! finished!

We continue to plan to officially celebrate the @ation of our new building on Saint Matthew’s Day.
This will also be Confirmation Sunday, and Bishopels’ last visit to our church before retiring. bize
has been a more faithful or enthusiastic suppoft&aint Matthew's than Bishop Jones, and thiwis o
chance to enthusiastically show our love and sugdpohim. For all these reasons | hope you willrkkna
September 2bon your calendars now so you can join us on tigsdaiy! It is our hope that our entire
church family will be present and that togetherwi# make this an occasion we will all remember foe
rest of our lives.

In the more immediate future, we will begin movintp our new building as soon as possible. This lvgl
a work in progress as we figure out who to put whehen, where all of our old stuff will go (whichillnot necessarily be in our
new building, if you catch my drift), and how wellgrocure and set up the new furnishings neededahke this building as
functional as possible. It is an incredibly exdititime as we undertake new ventures in knowingsiwading God's love.

Take the nursery, for instance. We are looking édkethe most of our new space and improve our nuesgerience so that it is
in line with the best child care practices avaiaiol our area. You'll be hearing more about thithim very near future. Or take
Adult Sunday School. Education has always been andmportant part of our Christian tradition, ammine September we will be
very pleased to offer an Adult Sunday School class.

We also continue to search for a part-time Youthister. We see this as going hand-in-hand withnewv space, so that we can
continue to develop our Youth Program in accordamitie the new and increased space available. Adocgly we are actively
seeking someone (perhaps a teacher or student?yamhgerve in this capacity. This is a paid panetposition, and if you know
somebody who might be interested in it, please hlaa contact Miriam, Anne, or me.

And of course, there is so much more planned thatwill be hearing more about in the weeks and mmahead.

Thank you for putting up with the inconveniencesadifuilding under construction. Thank you for yoagoing enthusiasm for and
support of this project. We now have the greatilede of enjoying this new chapter in our

life together. May God be praised! INSIDE THIS ISSUE
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SENIOR WARDEN REPORT
DARRELL BREED

As | write this in early July, it appears probatiiat we will be moving back into our renovated and
enlarged building before the end of the month. Tiis certainly been a project with its ups and down
Fortunately, God has been good to us since waliyitoroke ground and has blessed us with an
understanding congregation that has done all itedre flexible and has done its best to keep aamym
ministries thriving in the face of less than ideahditions. On behalf of the Vestry, | would lilegay
thanks to all of you. It took literally the work bundreds to bring us to this point. Well donergoee!
As much as we have accomplished these past fewhsiambw is the time to show how much more we
can do with our new facility. Each ministry area leeen carefully considering what they can do to
enhance the life of Saint Matthew’s and the comityune serve. You will see many new activities and
programs. | hope you will take advantage of theohaill help us to continue to grow with that “artten
some” attitude that has been the hallmark of ongoegation for many years. Now that we have théstoo
to work with | think we can build an even strongemmunity of faith. | can’t wait to see what Godda
you- have in store for us now.

N

Confirmation Class Retreat

Bishop Jones will visit Saint Matthew's on Sundagptember 25, 2011. One of the purposes of

Bishop's visit is to perform the sacramental riteanfirmation. In confirmation one expresses :

mature commitment to Christ and receives strengtim the Holy Spirit through prayer and the lay
on of hands by the Bishop. Confirmation is normallyacramental rite for teens and up.

To prepare for confirmation, a mandatory confirmatstudy will be held at the church from 6:30 p
to 9:00 p.m. on Friday, September 16, and from a:0@ to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, September

(lunch will be provided). Even though this studymandatory for those wishing to be confirmeds
open to anyone. This study is an excellent wagaorl more about the Episcopal Church. Thos
wishing to attend this study should send an eméaRithard Leach (rpleach1226@aol.com) and

Miriam Turner (miriam@stmtts.org). In additionyfilhose wishing to be confirmed, a Confirmatig

application form should be completed and returietthé church office. The forms can be obtain
from the church website (under the “Online Formgitg link), Richard Leach, or Miriam Turner.

For more information on confirmation please conRichard, Rob, Anne, or Miriam.

GOoOOD SEARCH
RICHARD LEACH

Did you know there is a painless way to raise mofoy Using Goodsearch is easy:
Saint Matthew's? It is called Goodsearch. Sainttihdav's

will receive funds if you use Goodsearch in two say A. You can find it at www.goodsearch.com.

B. After arriving at the home page - where it aghs

1. As a search engine - Saint Matthew’s will reeadne to enter your charity here...type "st matthews" (no
penny for each internet search you make. period and no apostrophe) and hit Verify.

2. For on-line purchases - if you make on-linechases C. Scroll down the list of names until you find St
through Goodsearch, Saint Matthew's will receive g Matthew’s Episcopal Church (Sterling, VA) and
percentage of your purchase from the Goodsearch click on it.
vendors. D. Then search away or purchase away (the vendors

are shown under Goodshop).

Please give it a try. It will not cost you anythiand yet
it will bring some needed revenue to Saint Matthew’
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M AKING SPACE TO SHARE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
RICHARD LEACH

receive this newsletter. The Building Committeg sitbcommittees and all coordinating committees
have done, and are doing, a wonderful job. Wehegille more space to share so we can bring more
people into a saving relationship with Jesus Chhighat an exciting time!!!

) N Our building expansion is close to completion amdmay even be using the space by the time you
\“

As we hope everyone remembers, our goal for oudipgi expansion capital campaign is to raise at
least $1 million. Our stretch goal is to raise2illion. It has become clear that we need tegaiur
stretch goal amount in order to keep our futuretgage payment manageable, and allow us to
continue all the great mission work we do at Skatthew's.

As of June 30, 2011, we have received 115 pledged(.923 million. In addition we have received
$37 thousand from non-pledgers. If you have mapledge to our Marking Space To Share
campaign, THANK YOU!! If you have contributed tioet campaign but have not pledged, THANK YOU for ryoontribution!

If you have not yet made a pledge, whether you lgaxen to the campaign or not, we need your hefmy pledge amount will
help, no pledge is too small. Please pray abasictimpaign, listen to God, and, if called, plemsde a pledge.

Pledge cards can be obtained from, or questiorssdety the capital campaign can be addresseddghttirch office or Richard
Leach.

Thank you for your interest in our Making SpaceStare Capital Campaign.

THANK YOU

On Tuesday morning of this week my wife found du#tther entire department was being laid off anmdds
day at her job would be this Friday. This was caetglly unexpected and a total shock to our lives. We
immediately reached out to our church family. Witshort order, we had been contacted by Rev. RdlRen.
Anne to check on us. Friends from church arrangget #aogether Tuesday night to help comfort us. The
outpouring of love and support was truly amazingnade the initial shock of this life changing mammuch
easier to confront.

| have no doubt we will be shored up by the corgthaupport of Saint Matthew’s in the upcoming merah
we work through this event. We are extremely thahidr the love of God that manifests itself througaint
Matthew’s. | know that this type of support goesatirthe time for any of our congregation who ask@®od’s
help in dealing with their own personal eventshiqmsitive and negative. This support and lovebgaeason
of why we are part of the Saint Matthew’s family.

A grateful family.
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PLANNED GIVING
RICHARD LEACH

Planting seeds for future fruit is both an act gpé and an
expression of faith.

We plant in hope that the small seeds will oneglaygluce a
tree whose fruit will bless future generations. Jant in faith
by entrusting those who follow to nurture our trearvest the
fruit properly, and use it for the best purposes.

Making a planned gift to Saint Matthew's is a samil
undertaking. A planned gift is a seed whose prechfsuit will
support the church well beyond your lifetime.

Planned gifts are funded from accumulated assetswof
lifetime. When you make a planned gift to Saintttlew's, it
typically does not impact your current income. Bimaplest

planned gift is to make a bequest to Saint Matthé@wyour
will.

Planned gifts are used to build the endowment fudch is
important for the long-term health of the churdthe
endowment fund empowers ministry beyond what isides
through annual operating funds. It provides future
parishioners with the means to continue worshipleargning,
and serving as we have been blessed to do.

Your planned gift represents your hope for theritmission
of Saint Matthew's and your faith in generationsame.
Please consider a planned gift to Saint MattheVf'gou have
any questions, please pick up an Endowment Fusfdltti
pamphlet or contact Richard Leach (rpleach1226 @awi.
or 703-421-6310).

Small Group Corner
Vicki Nelson

JOURNEYING
TOGETHER

group.

It's finally here! The Small Group Program kickfefill be held over two Sundays, September 11 and
18, during church. You will have an opportunitytatk to the small group leaders and learn about
curriculum offerings. You will learn the process tarting a new small group, if you are so inetin
Until then, here are a few FAQ’s about the program:

What exactly is a small group? A small group ¢gg@up of people, preferably fewer than 10, led by a
trained leader, whose members are committed toimgeeh a regular basis and dedicated to
strengthening their relationship with God and eattier and committed to the goals and purposeseof th

| like the idea of being in a small group. Butahé imagine having something else on my calendasounds like you may be the

perfect member of a small group. One of the fuumgtiof a small group is to provide something thahynof us do not take time
from our busy schedules to have in our lives - @Gtaristian relationships. Plus, the flexibilit§ the Saint Matthew's program
allows small groups to develop their own schedul their own rules within a framework. You meetentthe group wants to
meet in an environment that works for you. Perhapsshould consider starting your own small grotfmw about an online
group? There are many opportunities within thetextrof Saint Matthew’s program.

Why start a small group program at Saint Matthewgw/? Every church has an ebb and flow, with semsbrarious activities
going on. While the capital campaign is not otlee, building expansion is almost complete. Itsdito introduce new programs.
What perfect timing, to coincide with the openirfgtee church expansion. Our new facilities are yusat we needed to launch this
program. While the idea of small groups has béstudsed for quite awhile, we just did not havegpbace.

Don't only mega-churches have small groups? Nofatt, many small churches have well establisimeallggroup programs.
Jesus did not have a mega church when he stagdaghsmall group. We've heard so much aboutsthall group programs of
mega churches because they have the resourcegedisel their programs. But in this case, sizesdu# matter. It's all about the
quality of the groups. And the Saint Matthew'sgmaim has been developed to offer quality progrargrttinough leadership
training and support. Saint Matthew's already $&geral successful small groups. With this prograenare creating an
intentional, structured approach to ensure thatrallll group members maximize their opportunit@sife-changing relationships.

Can | form my own small group? Sure. There areghiequired components: a trained leader, a regppsoved by clergy, and an
approved curriculum. We have a Small Group Coattin Vicki Nelson, prepared to help you with obiag all three. Then, it's

off to the races!

We hope to see you at the kick off! In the meaatiany questions can be sent to Vicki Nelson a@sarcklaw.com.

Page 5



Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Cameron Parish

Clergy & Staff

Rector
The Rev. C. Rob Merola Jr.
DaddyRob88@aol.com

Assistant Rector
The Rev. Anne MacNabb
ASCMacNabb@aol.com

Director of Music Ministry
Ray Mueller
RFMueller@fcps.edu

Parish Administrator
Miriam Turner
Office@stmtts.org

Wardens & Committees

Senior Warden
Darrell Breed
Darrellandmerry@vetizon.net

Junior Warden
Fred Brittain
Fred_Brit@hotmail.com

Community
Hillary Tattersall
Hatattersall@comcast.net

Outreach
Annette Brennan
Abbrennan2@gmail.com

Pastoral Care
Robert Cranson
Rbcranson@aol.com

Spiritual Formation
Richard Leach
Rpleach1226@aol.com

Sunday School
Caroline Coghill
ccoghill515@gmail.com

Youth Group
Pete Hart
PFHart@gmail.com

Services
Sunday Service Times
8:00 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Phone: 703-430-2121
Fax: 703-430-2635
WwWw.stmtts.org

Music Ministry Needs You

"My life flows on in endless song:
Above earth's lamentation,

| catch the sweet, tho' far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.

Through all the tumult and the strife

| hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul--
How can | keep from singing?"

The music ministry is looking for volunteers who lee to sing. Volunteers will sing
twice a month, and can still sit with their families during the 10:30 service.

If singing isn't for you, but you still want to volunteer your time with the music
ministry, we have plenty of opportunities. (Riserset-up/take-down, music
preparation / photo copying, concert assistance, &) If you think you have a skill
that might be helpful, share it with us!

All singers and volunteers, please contact Ray Muel either before or after the
10:30 service, or via email rfmueller@fcps.edu asevprepare for our September
kick-off.
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