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Dear Friends, and spectacular], but in the still, those who have gone before us,

small voice — the gentle whisper.” while also looking to practice our
Recently | attended a church con Therefore there is at least the suc faith in ways that are meaningful
ference that made me think how gestion that this might still be true today. | think we do a great job of
glad | am to be an Episcopalian today. And there is an important creating sacred space where we en-
The conference was very loud ancelement of the Christian faith that counter God, but also encouraging
frenetic and loaded with sensorycalls us not so much to what the people to then take God’s presence
stimulation. It was built on the world considers effective, but to out into the world around them. |
spectacular and dramatic. Most o take time to withdraw from it all at think we do a great job of loving
the messages centered on maximi: least periodically to do nothing but one another as Christ loved us de-
ing our effectiveness in the world simply spend time in the presence a spite our not insignificant differ-
around us. And there is certainly ¢ God. ences.
place for all those things.

| think the Episcopal Church does ¢ Yes, we have our problems — but the
But there is also a part of our great job of honoring these various more | look, the more | realize we
Judeo-Christian tradition that says elements, of preserving the richnes are not alone in that. And the more |
“The Lord is in His holy temple; and depth of what it means to walk look, the more | also realize that
let all the earth keep silence beforcwith God and worship him. | think it there is just so much we dight.
Him.” There is the reminder that does a great job of engaging not jus For that, | am profoundly grateful —
although God sometimes did grea our hearts, but also our minds, o to God and to you, the great people
and mighty things, there were alsc touching not just our emotions, but with whom | am privileged to serve.
times when “God was not in the also our intellect. | think we do a
roaring wind, the earthquake, orgreat job of honoring the past anc Faithfully,
the fire [my paraphrase: the loud celebrating our connections with all Rob+

- Pictures from the Parish Picnic

. . . . - Loveboxes for Mountain Mission
Having just sent my oldest son off to cover with God, and it is a one-way conver g0

college in August, | have felt lately sation. Maybe | need to work on my praye
like 1 needed to rethink the direction of technique and leave more quiet space f
my life. Two aspects of my recent self- God to respond.
discovery are thinking and praying &
lot about hearing God. What would In spite of all that, | think | have heard God
God have me do with my life? More But it has not been through my ears or m: Nursery Position
importantly, how do | listen to his di- eyes. | think it has happened in the pit of m
rection? stomach, up through my heart, and out my
head. It has happened when | make a de
I've never seen a burning bush, anision about something and the decision fee
I've never heard a booming voice fromr right, almost peaceful. Then, all the door
the heavens. | doubt | will see or hea open to allow me to follow through on thai
either. It is often said that one needs t decision. It feels as if God is walking in front
be quiet to hear God. But | can't be of me, leading the way. He doesn’t say any
quiet all the time. In fact, | have a harc thing to me, or at least | don’t hear him sa
time being quiet, period. anything. But | feel his presence nonetheles:

- Chili Cook Off

- Serving as a Lay Eucharistic Minister

and not just infant baptisms but teen-
agers and adults. These folks have
certainly heard God. Maybe one way
they heard God was through the peo-
ple at Saint Matthew’s, through the

warm welcome they received when

they first visited, to the sharing of

joy through baptism.

Some people say you can hear Gal've certainly seen God move through the
while you are praying. Maybe | don't lives of others. Judging by the wonderfu
pray very well because | am usuallythings that have happened at Saint Matthew
concentrating on the prayer itself ancthis last year, our congregation must be ope¢
not listening for a response. | typically to listening to God. One thing that has struc
have a checklist of things | need tcme in this way is the number of baptisms

So | will certainly continue to attend
to ways to hear God and discern his
plan for me. | have no doubt that
plan will include my future role here
at Saint Matthew's.




Fishing Trip

Many thanks to Dick Almarode for organizing a grday
on the bay! Twenty four fisher-people set sail280 p.m.
on September 30. We all caught our limit of rodkfis
(striped bass), as well as some nice sized spa. bidat
captains and mates cleaned and bagged all thesdighe
participants just had to carry home a zip-lock fa of
fish (placed on ice of course). We had a blastherfishing
trip!

Community Committee

The Community Committee’s goal is to help pariskien
find deeper and more meaningful relationships witters

Parish Picnic

What a great gathering we had at Algonkian Parlofaroutdoor
worship on September 24, followed by the parismipicMany
thanks to all who turned the vision into a sucadssfvent!

Thanks to the Altar Guild, music ministry, and masthiers who
made the service so meaningful! At the picnic, gfead, a moon
bounce, volleyball, bocce, and badminton were gashe of the
awesome activities. Thanks to Richard Henry, Tiraclr Bob
and Mary Petersen, Seth and Shannon, Mary Louisen3end,
Sandra Gentry, Richard Leach, and many others wined early
and pitched in to make the day a success. Congtians to the
Chamblin Family on winning the Redskins TicketsAton Low-

den and Erin Leary on winning the Arbonne beautdpcts, and
Edie Huffman as she won the Mary Kay cosmetics!nkisao the
donations of Dick Almarode (Redskins tickets), leslracy
(Arbonne), and Cindy Steinman (Mary Kay)! A focustloe par-
ish picnic was to spend time meeting new people amnd
connecting with friends. It was a great day becaafsthe time
given to sharing a meal, having fun, and buildielgtionships.

in our church community. The community committee

meets on the second Monday of each month. We will b
meeting in the church narthex on November 13 and D& CtoberFest — October 29

cember 11 at 7:00 p.m. We are always looking for ne
ideas on ways to build friendships at Saint Mattlsewf
you have any suggestions or questions, contace lagich
at 703-421-6310 or jodieleach2@aol.com

Chili Cook Off — November 12

Dust off your cookbooks! The Chili and Cornbreadoko
Off date is November 12. We'll gather in the parfsdl
after services (about 11:30 a.m.) to place our batshe
best chili and cornbread. We'll have hot dogs om dhill
and drinks provided. Come see the kick off of theslskins
versus Eagles game at 1:00 p.m., as we hope to giow
game in the parish hall. Last year we had over tyven-
tries to sample and lots of tasty fun!

Mark your calendar for a fun family time after cblaron Sunday,
October 29. We'll grill hot dogs and taste some hobnewed
beer and root beer. We'll have mini pumpkins foe tkids to
paint; and if you bring a pumpkin, we’ll have aviag contest!
Some other surprise activities are in the workdll e a great
time for friends and families to get together osunday after-
noon.

Wolf Trap Holiday Sing Along

Tentatively planned for Sunday, December 3, WoHdprhosts an
annual sing along. For more information, checktbeir website
at www.wolftrap.org. If you would like to go, meptomptly at
Saint Matthew's at 3 p.m. as we caravan to WolfpTRark.
Dress warmly for the weather. Parking and admissign free!
We'll return to church about 6:30 p.m.




Serving as a Lay Eucharistic Minister

Katt Hancher

Some people who attend services feel the experiaa@n act of
worship; some, as an important act of ritual whécipports their
faith; and some, as a step in spiritual growth ulgitohearing the
word of God in the lessons and the sermons. Foryrpaople, it
is some combination of two or more of the above] parhaps
other more complicated and personal experiences.

Having moved approximately fifteen times since et an
active member of the Episcopal Church — over twéintgs in my
life — | have lived a life on the road for most mfy Christian
walk. Everywhere | have gone, the church commuhig em-
braced me and, later, embraced our family. Eveimdivout of
boxes and cramped temporary quarters, we have slhagl a
church home.

The church supports me by providing an extendedIyawith
whom | feel free to worship, which supports myHadéind encour-
ages me along my spiritual path. Serving as a LaghBristic
Minister (LEM), | become an active member of thanfly, giv-
ing a little bit back of that which has been giwnfreely to me

Jack Prisley

The first time | was asked, chosen, and trainedeta Lay
Eucharistic Minister (LEM), in the mid 1970s, it sva
scary, awesome, and very honored responsibilitiiad
feelings that “I am really not worthy to do thesengs”
and that | was hypocritical doing them, making reers
“more holy” than | could really ever be. Over tinidgegan
to understand that it really was the Lord who ahliee,
fully knowing who | was. This was a very humblinggef-

ing.

| have served as a LEM in two other churches siaod,
these feelings have never left! It is so very spletti be an
active participant in our celebration at the altand | begin
to understand a wee bit about how the priest mest f
every time he celebrates the Eucharist! The re#dizs
that no one is worthy to do this and that the Lisrdavell
aware of our sins (knowing us better than we knaw o
selves) add to the feeling of privilege and honexperi-
ence when serving as a Lay Eucharistic Minister.

and my family over the years.

The September 19 meeting of the vestry began ghafter
7:00 p.m. The number of members present did nostitate
a quorum for business purposes. Nevertheless, éséryv
heard and discussed several reports. ~ The fipsirreov-
ered the church’s finances and the 2007 budgetepsoc
Highlights of the report included actual income @&xgpenses
with respect to the budget as of the end of Auga$i6, pro-
jections of income and expenses to the end of 2806 ,the
2007 budget requests by expense category as afatteeof
the meeting. Overall, the church was doing welhigeting

church. ~ Next came a report on a possible HalfdtatHu-
manity project for Saint Matthew’s. Materials froHmabitat
provided a step-by-step overview of the House Sqimsp
program. Discussion ensued about the potentiatticgi and
financial commitments the church would have to utale.
More exploration of this possible project will benciucted. ~
An update on the 2007 Stewardship Campaign covdred
preparation of the materials, the intended maitiatg, and an
overview of the whole stewardship campaign. ~ ThelifA
Committee’s report indicated the sound condition tbé

the income and expense framework set out in the6 20( church’s 2005 finances, but made recommendatiossveral

budget. Members who were present agreed to meat3at-
urday in October or November to discuss the 20Gigbuin
detail. ~ A report on the work of the Riddle Grdigfiowed.
In anticipation of the Riddle Group’s planned vigit Saint
Matthew’s at the end of September (including a ingetith
the vestry), the vestry talked about prospectianglfor the
youth group in 2006-2007, as well as the role thddR
Group has played to date in developing adult/pavethin-
teers in the church for youth ministry and in mayithe
youth group along. Part of the discussion involge@stions
and conversation about how the Riddle Group woatdally
provide and bill for youth ministry consulting se&rmes to the

areas: vestry approval of the rector's annual hausillow-

ance; new trustees for the church; a physical itorgnof

church property and assets; security measuresuiodey con-
tributions; additional procedures for authorizingdawriting

checks; and increased confidentiality of certamaficial infor-
mation. ~ Last, the vestry reviewed proceduredémkground
checks for staff and volunteers working with chéldrand
youth. To meet various requirements and to enswafeaand
healthy environment for all, increased complianté¢his area
has begun this year and will advance in the moatits year
ahead. ~ The meeting closed a little after 9:00. @.he next
regular meeting was set for Tuesday, October 10 @:m.




More than 400 People Shown God's Love in October

Imagine this scene at your house. It is nearly Kegiving, and you look in your cupboards and refrigor for food to nour-
ish your family. You see a box of salt and a baifi&etchup. However, you remember that there laved at LINK who want
to share God's love with you. You call the LINK lio¢ and leave your name. Someone at Saint Matthewlls you back to
ask your address, number of children, number oftgdand special dietary needs. You are given abmurand appointment
time to pick up a Thanksgiving basket at one ofltHéK churches. You are also assured a time to pigkfood, toys, and
coats for Christmas. You rejoice in God’s goodness.

Partnered with the Dranesville Church of the BrethiSaint Matthew’s called those who had left asags on the LINK hot-
line. Volunteers are still needed for two task3:t@lLhelp those in need shop for food; or (2) tipheweak down the shopping
areas at the churches after the distributionsolf gan volunteer or have questions, please calhidinayer (703-796-9054)
or Leanna Wilson (703-421-7086). You will feel egieed knowing that you have shared God's love tangible way.

Loveboxes for Mountain Mission Gently Used Coats- Please recyclelean good-condition,
out-grown or no longer needed coats. These wilbffiered to

School families as they pick up their Thanksgiving BaskeBsing
your donations to the parish hall collection bux later than

Brush off the dust Sunday, November 12.

If you must

Fill up last year's Lovebox Holiday Star Tree- Our festive tree will be adorned with gift-

With toys and some socks suggestion stars. Select a star and sign our dist to your

star's number. Purchasenaw gift(leave itunwrapped, attach
No old “loveboxes” at your house? Then look in fagish  the star, and place it under our tree. The trekbailset up by
hall to find new, wrapped, empty loveboxes for @hil-  November 19. Gifts will beollected through Sunday, Decem-
dren at Mountain Mission School (MMSAII loveboxes ber 3 Our goal is to purchase a new outfit (includinmler-
must be returned to the parish hall by Novembein26r-  wear, hats, and gloves), appropriate toys, and sone for
der to get them down to MM@&ny questions, please call the caregivers, for at least six families with dréin of various

Kenny Thayer or Leanna Wilson. ages. Caregivers will be selecting gifts for tHamilies from a
“store” made up of all donations. Our gifts are designated
No Allowance for a particular individual. The stars are just gesfions to

Pretend for a moment you are a teenager receivingln  help us deliver a varied selection of giféy new gift is wel-
lowance. No sodas, no potato chips, no Starbueksideo come. If your family wants to develop your own lidtthings
games, no makeup, no gas for dad’s car — pretty,@sn’'t  that a family would enjoy, that is even better! Biyntake one
it? Walk in a teen’s shoes. Then decide to helpl sdlow-  “Gift Giver's Choice” star and sign the list so thae know
ance to our teenage daughter at MMS. Please cak®r you plan to participate in this project.

Leanna or Kenny for details. We will also be cdiieg to

give her Christmas gifts that will travel down withe

Loveboxes.

Pray that God will direct you what path to takekimow
and share God'’s love.

Holiday Outreach

Each year Saint Matthew's Outreach Committee offel
many opportunities to share God’s love during tlodi-h
days. Two long-standing holiday projects we havinesi-
astically supported are the collection of “Gentlysed”
coats and our Holiday Star Tree. We will again beipi-
pating with other churches and organizations in ltbe-
doun Holiday Coalition as we reach out to our nkigh.
This project will be coordinated by Maria and All&nttle
(703-724-1212), Cathy and Jim Paine (703-729-953%),
Merry and Darrell Breed (703-444-2451). From the parish picnic, September 24




Sunday School Prayer and Healing Team

Many thanks are due to Karen and Ken Thayer who ¢ Prayeris the process of building an active personaltictahip
leading the opening transition time to Sunday Sthblee with our Lord, and developing the skills to encgeathers to do
children and teachers all gather in the parish &all0:20 the sameHealing is the process of becoming whole. Healing can
a.m. each Sunday for an opening prayer and anneur be physical, emotional, and spiritual.

ments. Each class is being led by some very talepte-

ple! Angela McKeown greets our preschoolers witmgs, Join us Saturday, October 21, 9:00-10:30 a.m.tdaching by
dress up, and crafts activities that match theititils.  Stephen Becker: “A Heart For Prayer and What ttoatkis like in
Bethany Hansberger and Kelsey Hancher instruckiiie Today’s World.” You met him this summer when héefil in for
dergarten and first graders using the Hands-OneBiok- Rob. Stephen is a priest from New Orleans who veagirsy an
riculum. Robbie Miskovich leads the second anddthii African American parish before Hurricane Katrinae Has also
graders. Each week, the children have a Bible véwse served as a chaplain for the Order of St. Lukegammenical
learn. One goal for this age is to understand e Com- organization dedicated to the Christian healingistip. A light
mandments by the spring. Debbie Vereb has a wayitg  breakfast will be served.

the Bible alive to our fourth and fifth graders. rgixth

through eighth graders meet in Rob’s office witliePélart Remember prayer is only an e-mail away! Send yeguest to
to discuss a different topic each week. On Sundayem- beckysmith49@gmail.com. Our team of intercessotspresent
ber 26 (Thanksgiving weekend), we will not be magts your request to the Lord for you. As requestsdsaly involve
we give our teachers a much deserved respite. Adv follow up or extended prayer, a dedicated handfuhi@rcessors
preparations are being organized for December. meet weekly on Sundays at 7:00 p.m. in the nursery.

Children’s Chapel The current schedule includes the following events.

Bill Podolski is leading a new program during tha® November SMeet for personal prayer at 7:00 p.m.
a.m. service called Children’s Chapel. The childbegin November 18Meet to discuss praying through the prayer book,

service with their families. Before the gospel éad, they as well as planning for the next six months, 9:0(80Q
are dismissed to the parish hall to hear the gasaeling at am. ) i

their level and participate in an activity duririgetsermon. November 19Meet for a service for prayer and healing at 7:00
The children return to the service before communitine p-m. in the nursery.

focus of this program is to give children a waystay en- December 3Meet for personal prayer at 7:00 p.m. in the exys

gaged in the service and give families an optiat tuits December 10 Meet for a service of healing and praying for
them. peace, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

January 7 Meet for personal prayer at 7:00 p.m. in the ewys
. January 20 Prayer and Healing Team will meet, 9:00-10:30.a.m
Christmas Pageant January 26-27 We may go on a retreat to Roslyn (near Rich-

. . . . mond). Details will be forthcoming.
Saint Matthew's will once again present a familyri€h

mas pageant at 4:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Regplar ) ) .
dates and information about auditions and reheasil For more information contact Leslie Patton Tracy788-450-

be in the Sunday bulletins. 0786 or l.trace@adelphia.net

Nursery Position

We give many thanks to Karla and Matt Merola foemeeing the nursery during the 9:15 a.m. and 1830 services for the
past few years. At this time, they would like tegtdown. Hence, we are currently looking for soneetinfill the position of
Nursery Coordinator.

Basically, we're looking for a paid staff personawill be responsible for oversight of the nursafje’d like them to approach
the nursery as a vitally important ministry, sottiiants and toddlers (newborn through age 3)fandlies using the nursery
would experience the love of God in a safe, nungienvironment. The job will include recruitmentheduling and training of
volunteers, ordering and upkeep of the supplieseguipment, and encouragement provided to paredt$aanilies of infants.

The person would need to be available on Sundays & a.m. to 12:00 p.m. In addition, to providesauy and childcare at all
worship, education, and business meetings, asasedpecial ministry events, the person would eitieed to cover these times
as well (with appropriate notice ahead of timeyciedule someone else to do so. If you know of m@ayaterested in applying
for this position, please talk with Jodie LeaciT@8-421-6310 or jodieleach2@aol.com.
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