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Dear Friends, and | sense God'’s delight and pleasur

This next year we have mission trips Job said, “I know that my redeemer
| cannot believe | am writing for the for everybody, and I'd strongly en- lives, and that in the end he will
December newsletter with Christ- courage you to consider signing up.  stand on the earth. After my awak-
mas in mind. Where has this yea ing, he will raise me up; and in my
gone? With the coming of December, | will body | shall see God. | myself shall

also get to see my older daughter soo see, and my eyes behold him, who is
One of the things | have been think: It will have been almost four months my friend and not a stranger. How
ing about is how time seems to gcsince I've seen her — this my first borr my heart yearns within me!{Job
by more and more quickly as we child who | once was used to seein(19:25-27.) What a day that will be!
age, and how that makes it all theevery day. To say | am looking for-
more important to have somethinc ward to her coming home would be a1 Bracketed in between these two, we
to show for it in the end. When a understatement. seek the many ways Christ would
year zips by like this one has, | real come into our lives now and be born
ize in an ever more poignant way Too see someone we love dearly, wh anew in us. As we do so, we remem-
thattime is fleeting This creates an has been an integral part of lives, an ber that time is indeed fleeting.
urgency in me to feel like | have this after being parted from them for ¢ Whether going on a mission trip,
used that time to make at least som long time, is perhaps one of life’'s mos seeing my daughter again, or cele-
concrete difference in the world anc joyous occasions. | can't help thinking brating Advent and Christmas, joy
in people’s lives. | know that many about that in relation to Advent and comes in using time well. And the
of you feel that way, too. Christmas. joy we experience now is but a fore-

taste of the even greater joy God has

That's one of the reasons I'm sc Part of what we do during these secin store for those who love him and
thankful for our mission trips. When sons is look back on what God ha are living in harmony with his plans
I look back and say, “Where did this already done in history, particularly in and purpose.
year go?”, one of the ways | car the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem twc
answer myself is, “It went here, thousand years ago. But an equal ps Travelling with you on the way,
helping these people in these spe of what we do is look forward to the Rob+
cific ways.” | feel good about that, future when Jesus will come again. A
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Parish Annual Meeting

Mark your calendar now to attend the Parish Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2008, beginning

at 2:00 p.m. More information will be forthcoming in the January newsletter. .g{unioerarden’s 2
epor
Stewardship 3
Outreach 3
By the time you read this, we the driveway and front lawn, larly remember the pageant or
will be well into our prepara- a group of volunteers had se the services. | simply don't
tions for Advent and Christ- luminaries lit with candles. It remember the “work” part of -
. Vacation Bible School 3
mas. One of my best memo was the most peaceful scene Christmas that year at all. |
ries of Christmas Eve took For those few silent moments don't remember what gifts |
place only a few years ago ayou could actually feel the ended up getting for my kids
Saint Matthew's. | had sung peace of Christmas. for Christmas or what gifts |  Spiritual Formation 4
at the 11:00 p.m. service, ant received. But | will never
it was shortly after midnight It is interesting to me that | forget those moments of true
that we recessed out of thcremember just those mo- peace. Christmas Services s

sanctuary into the narthex. Ac<ments. | had raced througt

we crossed that threshold most of November and De- So | wish for you this season

Rob was opening the front cember that year working onthat you will be blessed with

doors. It was very cold and preparations for the Christmas true peace, even if only for a  grisimas Greensand °
had that tingly feel just before pageant and the Christma: few, brief moments.

it starts to snow. Out along services. But | don't particu-




Thanks go out again to many volunteer easy task with the drought. They ofter Boy Scout Eagle projects have recently
who quietly work behind the scenes tcstop by after work on Fridays to spruce further enhanced our grounds, adding to
care for our buildings and grounds. Thiup the gardens before each weekend earlier Eagle projects of the trailer steps
youth group recently spent a servic activities. Their efforts are deeply appre on the hill and picnic tables. David
day repainting the exterior of the trailer ciated! Fink, of our sponsored Troop 968, im-
This was a huge job, greatly improving proved our playground by sanding and
the trailer's appearance and extendin painting the play equipment, sealing the
the life of the siding. Thanks to all who fence, adding a gate by the sidewalk
participated! Pete Hart has again re - . . with exterior latch (so the children can't
paired the doors and locks on thi all who participated in our first, very hot open from inside and run into the park-
trailer. Please be gentle with thos workday. .We made great progress on tr. ing lot), and mulching the whole enclo-
doors. The trailer door frames have grou_nds n 99 dggree heat. _The IRC "sure h)lichael Vereb's project of build-
taken'a beating over the years, and wtacklm_g the interior of the building. The ing 5;1 comfortable seating area in the
haven't found replacements of the committee removed the old drapes, im Memorial Rose Garden should be com-

proper size (regular stock doors don’ proved the lighting, and is makm_g plans pleted in November. This will be an
fit). We are glad Pete has a speciato replace the carpets and flooring. Th |

. ; ; inviting spot to relax, read your Bible,
cabinets and counters in the kitchen an .
touch and has been able to make r o reflect, or hold a small-group meeting
airs! the bathroom vanities _also need to bOn a sunny day
pairs: replaced; volunteers will be needed t '
Many have commented on how mucl help with these projects. By publication These are just a few examples of the
they enjoy the gardens around thtime, the interior may have been re undertakings of many who help to im-
church building. All spring, summer, painted as an Eagle Scout project. Chai prove our buildings and grounds. | am
and fall a succession of colorful flowers will be ordered for use in the house. Thithankful for all who have helped this
has greeted parishioners as they arri' IRC is meeting the challenge to makeyear. Their time and talents make Saint
for services and meetings. Cathy an pleasant, temporary meeting spaces un Matthew’s a welcoming, well-cared-for

The Argonne house, recently purchase
by Saint Matthew's, is undergoing some
needed improvements. Thanks again t

Jim Paine have donated all of the plan such time as the house is needed for ¢ home to worship our Lord.

ings and accessories and have tend assistant rector.
them throughout the year. This was n

Merry Breed

Vestry Highlights

The meeting opened just after 7:00 p.m. with prayeAfter
approval of the previous meeting’s minutes, therydseard a
report on the church financials as of Septembe2807. The
response to the special offering (for parking lepair and
Argonne property purchase) was up to $63,000, $al§,000
short of the $80,000 goal. Expenses were basicellyarget
with the budget. Revenue was a little ahead of bydgut not
ahead enough to make up the $20,000 deficit boiti the
budget. The deficit in the budget was thereforgquted to
remain at about $20,000 for the year. If this haidee, it
would still leave about a $30,000 actual cash sgr@lt the
end of the year. ~ Turning to national church isstiee vestry
considered the September 25, 2007, statement ¢idhse of
Bishops (HOB) of the Episcopal Church (issued atehd of
their meeting in New Orleans). This statement anséveer-
tain questions put to the HOB by the Primates efAhglican
Communion in February 2007 concerning Episcopalr€tihu
policies. The consensus among the vestry was libatatters
in question between the Episcopal Church and atienbers

of the Anglican Communion were largely resolved the
HOB statement and its reception by a committeeistidps,
clergy, and laity representing the Anglican Comnouni
These developments would suffice in maintaining stetus
quo with the Episcopal Church and the Communiomnl sm
with Saint Matthew’s as well. ~ The vestry thenKed at
preliminary data for the 2008 budget and determioeldbld a
meeting within the next month to develop a detaitkdft
budget. Related to this, the vestry heard thatinhial stew-
ardship campaign letter (with FAQs and pledge cavdjid
be mailed at the beginning of the week of Octolder-2After
that, Merry Breed was elected by the vestry to eserwvith
Allen Tuttle (delegate), Tom Leary (delegate), dndhnna
Hansberger (alternate delegate) — as an alterrdégate to
the 2008 Diocese of Virginia Annual Council. ~ Tineeting
adjourned shortly after 8:30 p.m., with the nextetigg
scheduled for October 30 to work specifically om 2008
budget in depth.




As | hope you are aware by now, our stewardshippeagm
for 2008 is underway (it began on October 21). Bya stew-
ardship campaign, each of us is asked to praygrfahsider
pledging to the local church to support the mingstand mis-
sion of that local church.

To those who have turned in a 2008 pledge to Sdit
thew’s, thank yoli To those who have not yet done so, | urg
you to seek the Lord’s guidance to help determingou
should pledge and how much to pledge. If you asitenhow
to pledge, please find me, and | will be happy itee g/ou a
pledge card and answer any questions that you rhag.

As | write this article (in late October), | do nwave any data
to share with you regarding the success of our atdship
campaign. But let me take a few minutes to give gome
statistics from 2007. In 2007, the “basics” (pagffstpay the
utilities, and maintain the facilities) will reqeir70% of our
budget. This leaves 30% to fund outreach prograf&l (
Mountain Mission School, support of LINK, etc.), ssion

trips (high school and adult trips, Mission Possjbworship
service (music, altar supplies, etc.), communityivaes

(doughnuts and coffee every Sunday, pizza and gagtss,

scholarships for events like fishing trips or tripsa baseball
game, etc.), and spiritual formation (Sunday Sclaoal other
course curriculum, VBS, youth group activities, WaH,

Lenten program and devotional, parish retreat schbips,
etc.). The vestry stewards the budget carefully amsely

which allows Saint Matthew's to do a lot with theomey
given to her. However, | know God is calling usdm more.
One important item for 2008 is hiring a full timkekgy assis-
tant for Rob. This will require additional fundswe are to
continue funding programs as we have in the past.

I close with the words of Winston Churchill: “We k& a
living by what we get, we make a life by what weegf

I wish you the best in your financial life with God
Richard Leach, Finance Committee Chair

An Outreach “Thank You”

A very special “Thank you!” to all who signed up toake
LINK deliveries during November. We were able tovda
someone assigned to make deliveries every eveniniggithe
month. This helped LINK ensure that families in chére our
area received vital food and personal care items.

Also, special thanks are due to all who filled ar&dBox for
the children of the Mountain Mission School. Thesddren
were able to see the greatness of God’s love iloragthen
they received items that were selected especiailyiiem by
someone they had not even met!

December is LINK Collection Month

During December, please pick up a Trader Joe's\hitly a

flyer personalized by our own Mission Possible kitithese
bags can be filled with nonperishable food itemd eeturned
to the church. All donated items will be used tetoek the
LINK pantry. If you are unable to shop for LINK,gase con-
sider donating a check, cash, or grocery gift ¢ar8aint Mat-
thew’s to be used for LINK purchases.

Saint Matthew’s Shines in our Community!

The annual Holiday Star Tree will be set up in mid-

November. Each star represents a gift for a peirsareed in
Loudoun County. A growing number of local familiage in
need each year. We place a variety of gift suggeston our
tree to provide toys, books, games, and clothimgrfdividu-
als from infants to adults. Each unwrapped giftlimated to
the Loudoun Holiday Coalition which sets up an fimg
“store” display. Caregivers from families in needsisted by
volunteer shoppers, may then select gifts for tbain fami-

lies (at no charge). The goal is to provide eadividual with
a new outfit — including underwear, gloves, and hand a
toy or other age-appropriate gift. We try to previd variety
of gifts to cover the members of at least five fléemsi— and
even more, we hope. We welcome your ideas for g#taell.
Select a “Gift Giver's Choice” star and place it your new
gift. Sometimes families like to come up with theiwn list of
gifts they think a similar family might enjoy. This a great
way for children to participate in sharing the gift Christ’s
birth in their lives. If you wish to participate this commu-
nity outreach project, simply select a star(s),chase a new
gift, attach the star, and place thewrapped gift under our
tree by December. $Gifts will be delivered on the afternoon
of December 9.

Cathy and Jim Paine (703-729-9539)
Maria and Allen Tuttle (703-724-1212)
Merry and Darrell Breed (703-444-2451)
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2008 Mission Trips
We are planning three mission trips next summen: yauth trips and one adult trip. The details aréolows.

Youth trip number 1

Domestic trip to Philadelphia with Center for StntMissions
August 3-9, 2008

For rising 9" graders and up

Trip leader, Mary Petersen

Additional information at www.csm.org

Youth trip number 2

International trip, returning to Pomona, BelizethwPraying Pelican
June 28-July 5, 2008

For rising 18 graders and up

Trip leader, Lisa Lintelman

Additional information at www.prayingpelicanmissgarg

Adult trip

International trip to Kenya with Adventures In Mimss
July 10-July 24, 2008 (2 weeks)

For age 18 and up

Trip leader, Mark Vereb

Additional information at www.adventures.org

Trip Costs

Youth Domestic Youth International Adult International

$300 / person $900 / person $900 / person

Scholarships are available. We do not want moneyand in the way of anyone going on a mission Pipase contact Richard
Leach at rpleach1226@aol.cdor more detailed information. Sign up on the étili board in the parish hall (you must sign up
on the bulletin board). You need to sign up by Delzer 31, 2007. When you sign up, please provide0d $leposit. All checks
should be given to Richard Leach and made payalfaint Matthew’s.

Payment Schedule

We will have a payment plan.

Payment Due Date

Youth Domestic Trip

Either International Trip

December 31, 2007

$100 / person

$100 / person

February 1, 2008

$100 / person

$250 / person

April 1, 2008 $100 / person $250 / person
June 1, 2008 N/A $300 / person
Fund Raising

The trips will require substantial fund raisingafing is underway. We will need help with bothdtaising ideas and labor at

the fundraisers.




Parish Photo Directory

Many thanks are due to those who had their pictiaesn in
October. Have you seen people in church and woddehat
their names are? Have you ever heard an announteeen
garding a member and wished you could put a fath wi
name? Are you new to the church and wish you hadeso
thing to help you put names with faces? Well, liglpn the
way! A new photo directory will be distributed iauary! If
you missed the sitting in October, the photographeill
return Friday, December 21, and Saturday, Decerg@er
See the Saint Matthew’s website to schedule yopoiap-
ment today!
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