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Dear Friends,  

Have you ever seen fire descend from 
heaven? I have. Really! It happened at 
the Great Vigil of Easter a good many 
years ago now. 

In the Book of Common Prayer, the 
Great Vigil of Easter begins with 
these instructions: “In the darkness, 
fire is kindled….” Keith, my senior 
warden at the time, took those words 
very seriously. Though he was in his 
late fifties, as a former Boy Scout he 
had never lost his love for “kindling” 
fires. 

We had been doing the Great Vigil for 
several years, always starting outside, 
always starting in the dark before the 
sun had even begun to rise. What 
changed each year was the fire itself. 
Keith was always thinking of ways to 
make it bigger and better (like soaking 
small bone-dry pieces of firewood in 
gasoline over night). 

This particular year, his idea was to 
have a wire strung from the roof of 
the church to the fire pit. With great 

glee and excitement Keith had 
climbed up on the roof well before 
anyone else was even out of bed that 
Easter morning. He then hid up there 
behind a chimney, with no one else 
besides myself having any idea what-
soever of his presence or our plan. 

If memory serves me correctly, it was 
a model rocket engine we hooked to 
that wire, and which he would ignite 
so that at just the right time a great 
burst of flame would fall from above 
and set our Paschal fire ablaze. That 
was the plan, anyway. 

In reality, the rocket engine burned 
through the wire before it ever got to 
the ground. It did not land in the in-
tended kindling, but in a large bush 
which immediately burst into flame. 
A couple of other men who suspected 
this might not have been what was 
supposed to happen immediately 
jumped into action and began to 
stamp the fire out. We had to plant a 
new bush. 

People talked about that Vigil for 
years; and who knows – maybe (like 

me) they still do. The next year there 
were a lot of new faces at that service, 
all excited (perhaps a bit fearful) 
about what might happen next (and by 
the way, we do the Great Vigil at 
Saint Matthew’s as well, beginning 
with the kindling of Paschal fire at our 
Chapel in the Woods followed by a 
candlelight procession in to the 
church). 

As exciting as that morning was, it 
was nowhere near as exciting as the 
very first Easter. People still talk 
about it, as they have not just for 
years, but for millennia. And well 
they should. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead changed every-
thing, just as it can change your life 
and mine if we let it. 

I look forward to worshiping with you 
this Easter, and continuing to see what 
our risen Lord does in our midst. 

Expectantly, 
Rob+ 
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Time flies like an arrow (and fruit flies like a 
banana). I can hardly believe this is my third 
year on the vestry; and now for some reason 
(that God only knows) I have been elected as 
your Senior Warden despite having the worst 
organizational skills of anyone I know. My wife 
(Judy) is my cruise director and my calendar 
manager. Every morning when I wake up, I 
have to ask her what I am going to do that day. 
If the title were changed from Senior Warden to 
Senile Warden, it would probably make more 
sense for me (just ask her). 

In any case, within about twenty minutes of 
being elected Senile Warden, I discovered that I 
had already missed the deadline for the Febru-
ary newsletter, and that the deadline for the 
March newsletter was fast approaching. If you 
are reading this in March, then I actually sub-
mitted it on time. Whew! I’ve quickly realized 
that Vicki Nelson (our former Senior Warden) 
left behind some incredibly big shoes to fill. If I 
can do half as good a job as she did, then you 
can call me “Big Foot.” This will be no small 
feat (pun intended). 

I don’t know very much about running meet-
ings either. The Robert’s Rules of Order have 

always confused me regarding who is responsi-
ble for having discussions, calling the ques-
tions, making the motions, or determining how 
many eyes are needed to see the answers. I was 
tempted (by the devil) to replace them with 
Paul’s Rules of Order – whereby whoever is the 
nicest gets to talk, and whoever has a funny 
joke to tell can interrupt them – but instead I’ve 
ordered a book from Amazon called Robert’s 
Rules for Dummies which is scheduled to arrive 
in time for our next meeting. The title made it 
sound as though God was speaking to me di-
rectly. Though I’m a little intimidated, by 
God’s grace I’m taking a step out in faith as I 
seek to do what he has called me to do. 

My wife showed me a calendar today. It re-
minded me that Easter occurs in March this 
year, so I should probably say something about 
that. I am extremely grateful that Saint Mat-
thew’s provides such a wonderful place for me 
to get to know our risen Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to share his love with others. That way I don’t 
have to fear death quite so much – which is a 
likely result if I eat too many chocolate rabbits, 
marshmallow chicks, and hard-boiled eggs that 
have been colored with red dye #2. 
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Welcome to our monthly Youth Group column called LOL 
LAND. Look here each month for a list of coming events and 
stories about how the youth of Saint Matthew’s are living our 
mission – “to know and share God’s love.” Check out these sto-
ries. 
 
“While I was in Belize last year I made friends with a couple of 
the local teenage guys and they had told me they were the best 
Iguana hunters around. So, since I had really wanted to see an 
Iguana, one afternoon they took my sister, Matt, and me out into 
the jungle looking for Iguanas. These guys were incredible. First 
off, we were walking through shoulder high grass in the jungle 
and a couple of the guys weren’t even wearing shoes! Then we’d 
be a hundred yards from a tree and one of them would shout out 
that they saw an Iguana. All the other local guys could see but of 
course, we were totally oblivious as to where it was. Finally, 
after careful instruction from them as to where it was, we started 
to see this Iguana. The hunting didn’t stop there though. We 
went into different parts of the jungle seeing even bigger Igua-
nas. At one point they found one up in a tree that was about five 
feet long! Then, so we could get a good picture, they started 
throwing stuff at the tree near where the Iguana was to get it to 
move. All at once we see the enormous lizard fly out of the tree 
and plummet towards the water below and although we never 
see it hit, we heard an enormous SPLASH as it hit the river. We 
had a great time that afternoon with those guys, and it truly 
made the trip even more amazing getting to spend time with 
these local guys and enjoy their company that afternoon.” – 
Chris 
 
“I was just thinking about how awesome it was to do the 30 hour 
famine a little while ago, it was so meaningful to help the com-
munity in DC while we were fasting. It really put more of an 
impact on my life than anything else excluding mission trips. It 
showed that even around us, people are in dire need of some 

help and all we have to do is go out there and just do it. I really 
believe that we should stop going outside the country when there 
is work to be done right in our own backyard.” – Tristan 
 
“My favorite memory of youth group was the cookie baking! It 
was so fun, because all my friends were there! It made me feel 
happy and grateful inside, because we gave the cookies that we 
baked to the people that lived near the church! I loved the time 
we had there! It was the funnest time of my life!” – Emma 
 
Keep those stories coming! Tell your Small Group Leader or any 
member of the Youth Leadership Team your story and see it in 
print here! 
 
Upcoming LOL happenings 
 
March 2  Mall Scavenger Hunt 
March 7-9 High School Retreat at Mar-Lu Ridge 
March 9  Small Groups for Middle Schoolers 
March 16 Small Groups 
March 23 Easter 
March 30 Small Groups Service Project 
April 13  Small Groups 
April 20  Small Groups 
April 25-26 30-Hour Famine & Garage Sale for Mission 

Trips 
May 11  Small Groups 
May 18  Small Groups 
May 25  Small Groups Service Project 
 
Watch bulletins, your e-mails, and next month’s newsletter for 
more activities. 
 
Your Youth Leadership Team – Peter Hart, Richard Leach, 
Charlie Biegel, Allen Davenport and Vicki Nelson 

LOL    LAND  
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High School Youth Retreat 
 
A retreat for high schoolers is being planned for March 7-9. The 
location of the retreat is Mar-Lu-Ridge Conference Center in 
Jefferson, Maryland. Our plan is to leave Friday afternoon (after 
school), March 7, and return Sunday afternoon, March 9. We 
will include an afternoon of skiing and snow-tubing on Saturday.  
During the retreat we will have both study time, reflection time, 
and fun time. This should be a good event to grow closer to God 
and to have a bit of fun. 
 
The cost for the retreat is $75 (checks made payable to Saint 
Matthew’s and given to Richard Leach). Scholarships are avail-
able. There are a limited number of spaces available, so if you 
wish to go, please put your details on the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the parish hall. Contact Richard Leach 
(rpleach1226@aol.com) with questions.  

2008 High School Mission Trip 
 
If you have not signed up for one of our two high school mission 
trips (Belize or Philadelphia), and you would like to go, please 
contact Richard Leach (rpleach1226@aol.com or 703-421-6310) 
for space availability and other details. The trip to Belize is June 
28-July 5, and the trip to Philadelphia is the week of August 3. 
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Vicki Nelson, Senior Warden, called the meeting to order 
shortly after 2:00 p.m. There were insufficient members of the 
congregation in attendance to establish a quorum, hence reports 
that did not require approval by the congregation were pre-
sented. Shortly after 2:30 p.m., enough members had arrived 
(54) to constitute a quorum. Hence, attendees proceeded to vote 
on candidates for the new vestry. Elected to three year terms on 
the vestry (ending in January 2011) were Edward Goloway, 
Luanna Hansberger, and Deb Listopad. ~ Next came various 
reports. (All reports were printed in the annual report for the 
meeting. See the annual report for details. A copy is on file in 
the church office.) Vicki Nelson expanded on her Senior War-
den’s report by thanking the congregation for their support. Ad-
ditionally, she noted the number of new people who attending 
the church in the past year, progress with the building program, 
and the new youth ministry program. Meredyth Breed added to 
her Junior Warden’s report by thanking the congregation for 
their support and pointing to accomplishments in 2007, high-
lighting purchase of and improvements to the Argonne property, 
the work of the Interior Renovation Committee, and mainte-
nance of the landscaping. The Community, Reverence, Out-
reach, and Spiritual Formation reports can be found in the an-
nual report. ~ Richard Leach reviewed the 2007 Finance Report 
(compiled by Miriam Turner, Treasurer). The church had an 
operating income in 2007 of $438,000; and operating and non-
operating income of $617,000 when including the Mustard Seed 
grant and special offering. The church incurred operating ex-
penses of $396,000 (15% under the original budget), and a total 
of $553,000 in operating and non-operating expenses. The gen-
eral fund ended with a surplus of $88,000, an increase of 
$29,000 from 2006. The church raised $69,000 in “special offer-
ing,” and spent $81,000 on parking lot repair and down payment 
on the Argonne house property. The Stewardship Campaign for 
2008 resulted in 101 pledges, totaling $374,000, with an average 
pledge of $3,700. ~ Richard then presented the 2008 budget: 
pledge/plate income forecast at $433,000; with other projected 
revenue, the total comes to $633,802 revenue. Expenses are pro-

jected at $633,802. He pointed to increases in expenses for per-
sonnel (including an assistant rector), building and grounds (due 
to the Argonne house and building committee expenses and ac-
tivities), and strategic programs (emphasizing worship, youth, 
and missions). ~ Allen Tuttle and Tom Leary, lay delegates from 
Saint Matthew’s, reported on the 2008 Annual Council of the 
Diocese of Virginia. They spoke of the irenic character of coun-
cil; new clergy and staff in the diocese; and challenges to the 
diocesan budget. A question was raised about the R-5 Commit-
tee report at council, a report stemming from 2007 Annual 
Council resolution that led to a committee to study issues of 
same-sex relationships in relation to diocesan policy. Discussion 
covered questions about the nature of the R-5 resolution from 
2007, the R-5 Committee report, and the restructuring of the R-5 
Committee into the Windsor Dialogue Commission to study 
these matters further in 2008 and report to Annual Council in 
2009. ~ John Martin added to his written Building Committee 
report with these highlights: the challenge before the congrega-
tion for new physical space; 2007 activities of the committee; 
2008 goals; and the next steps for the committee and the congre-
gation. ~ The final report came from Rob Merola, Rector. He 
added to his written report by thanking the members going off 
the vestry – Vicki Nelson, Merry Breed, and Bob Petersen – and 
presenting gifts to them. He also congratulated the new vestry 
members. He followed with remarks about the current situation 
at Saint Matthew’s. Whereas past years have seen Saint Mat-
thew’s operating out of urgency with respect to finances and 
other resources, at present Saint Matthew’s is doing relatively 
well for in terms of finances, staff, and Sunday attendance. How-
ever, there are vital things important to do in the next year and 
beyond. Two primary goals include adding space through new 
building and hiring an assistant rector so the church can continue 
to increase in “knowing and sharing God’s love.” He congratu-
lated the congregation for all it has done in the past year, and he 
encouraged them to continue such good work in the year ahead. 
~ The meeting adjourned shortly after 3:30 p.m. 
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Thanks to all the parishioners who supported our efforts with the 
Pancake Supper and Chick-fil-A Night! Special thanks to Leslie 
Tracy and Lisa Lintelman for their efforts to make these fun 
events happen.  
 
Scrip Program. This is a simple way to buy a gift card from 
Saint Matthew’s. More information is available in the packet in 
the parish hall or through the website. Orders for March will be 
placed on March 9 and received on March 16. At any time you 
can place an order on-line at http://www.shopwithscrip.com. 
You will need to enter the Enrollment Code: E2E7BCL3166L7.  
 
GoodSearch is a search engine and portal to merchants on the 

web who will donate funds to Saint Matthew’s. For every search 
you make Saint Matthew’s receives one penny. For every pur-
chase we receive a percentage of the purchase. Here is the link: 
http://www.goodsearch.com. If you wish to use GoodSearch, 
please select Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church (Sterling, VA) 
as “Who Do You GoodSearch For?” When looking for our 
church name, please do no add an apostrophe or a period. 
 
If you have an idea for a fundraiser, please contact Jodie Leach 
at jodieleach2@aol.com or 703-421-6310. Save the following 
dates. On April 19 there is a Car Wash, and a Yard Sale will be 
held on April 26. 
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Mission Trip Fundraiser Updates 
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Thank you for your support of our planning to date on an 
expansion and upgrade of our building space. As we discussed at 
the Annual Meeting on January 27, your Building Committee 
has been working on planning for the future of our facilities and 
grounds. We appreciate your affirmation of our efforts, and we 
look forward to working with everyone on the next steps. 
 
In the coming months, with the support of your prayers and 
participation, we plan to accomplish the following tasks in the 
general time frames shown: 
 
�� Refine building program requirements – the “wish list” 
 
�� Hire an architect to facilitate development of a master plan 

to meet appropriate requirements: April 2008 
 
�� Meet regularly as a Building Committee (first Tuesday of 

each month, 7:30 p.m.) 
 
�� Hold planning meetings open to parishioners: May through 

September 2008 
 
�� Develop and publish a master plan for a building program to 

increase and optimize space at Saint Matthew’s: Fall 2008 
 
With the master plan, we can initiate a capital building fund 
campaign, implement near-term improvements, and begin 
detailed design of longer term improvements. For more 
information or to provide assistance, please contact any member 
of your Building Committee: John Martin (chairman), Vicki 
Nelson, Merry Breed, Bob Petersen, Richard Leach, Joe 
Listopad, Bill Aird, and Ed Goloway. We welcome your ideas 
and time and talents as we progress on our journey of planning 
and implementing improvements to our buildings and grounds. 
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Vacation Bible School: July 28-August 1, 2008  
 
We are bubbling over with excitement about this summer’s VBS – Power Lab! 
 
Our goal is to have over 100 children plug into Jesus’ miraculous power from Monday, July 28, through Friday, 
August 1, here at Saint Matthew’s. Each day children will take part in fun Bible learning they can see, hear, touch, 
and even taste! Come have a blast with us! We need volunteers to share your special gifts, especially in the 
following areas: decorating and set up, dinner, music, games, crafts, drama, and crew leaders. 

 
If you are available and ready to join the fun, please contact Jodie Leach at jodieleach2@aol.com or 703-421-6310. Feel the power! 
Also, if you have any connections with resources of supplies for chemistry or science for the decorations/props that can be donated 
or borrowed for VBS, we would like your help. 
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