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FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends, on so many different levels, it is harc
to know even where to begin.

At this year’s Annual Meeting, we church, helping with the youth
talked about some of the major ob And then there is the loneliness. group to give kids the faith they
stacles (such as staffing, budgeithink there is wide agreement across need to find their way in this world,
space) St. Matthew’s faced in 200¢ wide range of disciplines that loneli- taking communion to shut ins, sing-
and how, once again we overcam ness in our society has reached eping in the choir as a way of sharing
them. But we were also quick to demic proportions. As a pastor, 1God’s joy with people who desper-
point out that we did not overcome would have to agree. | see it each ar ately need it, serving as an usher on
these challenges on our own. Wievery day. In the lives of so many Sunday mornings and extending a
were very, very clear that we were people, people all around us. It woulc warm welcome to all, leading a mis-
able to do all that we did only be- make such a big difference if they hacsion trip back to Mississippi (or

cause of God working through us, even one real friend. lowa), volunteering to help with
inspiring us, empowering us, anc service projects in the community,
leading us. As we look at problems like these, Imaking a pledge to help support

think it is essential to remember how vital ministries that reach out to
| think that is very important to re- God worked in the past, because that those in pain and sorrow or—well, |
member, because as big as our che our great hope for the future. With hope you get the picture. The list
lenges were last year, | think this God, and God alone, all things ar¢goes on and on.
year they are going to be bigger still possible. With God, and God alone
I am reminded over and over again we will be able to figure out how we Yes, the needs are great. But our
in situation after situation, day after can offer concrete love and assistanc God is greater. That's why | have a
day, that these are suffering timesto people who are deeply struggling deep sense that God wants to do
There are always people hurting, o who are heavily burdened and bowe' something very special through us in
course. But the continued climate over under the weight of the troublesthe year to come, and look forward

of fear and anxiety, coupled with the they are carrying. with great enthusiasm to working
current economic challenges, have with you in 2009 to do all in our
way of making things worse. And it is in this context that | also power and then some to continue

think it is essential that we ask God thi our mission of knowing and sharing
Along these same lines, as we hav question, “Lord, what would you have God’s love.
come to know more of the poor in me do to help St. Matthew’'s accom:
our area, we have come to realiz plish her mission in 2009?” We ther Faithfully,
that the scope of need is mucl need to listen carefully for His answer Rob+
greater than we imagined. There ar and step out in faith and do it! Maybe
so many problems that the poor fac it's inviting a hurting neighbor to

BUILDING COMMITTEE
JOHN MARTIN, CHAIRPERSON

Thanks to everyone who has provided input fol paigns, we would appreciate yo

the Building Program, especially those who help!
attended the meeting on Saturday, January 1!

and participated in the discussion at our annue For more information, please contaq

Building Committee

meeting on Sunday, February 1. We are wel any member of your Building Com-
underway with our master planning effort, and mittee:  John Martin (chair), Zach

NYC Mission Trip

this month, we will review a draft “program Kates (deputy chair), Joe Listopa
document” of recommended priorities for new (capital campaign coordinator), Bill

Small Groups

and expanded space. The building committel Aird, Merry Breed, Ed Goloway,
will provide our architect feedback, largely Richard Leach, Vicki Nelson, Bob

Creation Fest

based on what we all heard from everyone ir Petersen, and Jeff Wood. Please a
January and February. A concept design of th see our web page on the church’s wg
recommended improvements should then bisite: http://tinyurl.com/

Community Happenings

ready in April. stmattsbuilding

Easter Dedications

We are starting to plan for a capital campaigr

Lenten Study

for a modest first phase of the building pro-
gram. If you have direct experience in plan-

ning, leading, or helping with capital cam-

LOL Calendar




YOUTH ACTIVITIES

LOL Service Project

CONGRATULATIONS and THANKS to all of you who
worked at Robyn Tebo’s house. What a treat foryRokvho
has been ill and away from home to discover howéywend
comfortable you made her homecoming. Also, a big
THANKS to those from the middle school group whodma
special card for Althea Whitehouse and personalivdred it

to her home. KUDOS to all of you for living the geion of

St. Matthews!

Small Groups

We currently have two small groups — one for Mid8khool
and one for High School. The groups belong to yoHEY
ARE NOT BIBLE STUDY GROUPS. The idea is to provide
you — our youth — the opportunity to discuss theid® you
care about in a trusting environment. They can ed@Eand we
can add more groups as more people get involvetheise
something you would like to talk about? Would ydkelto
join or start a new small group? Just talk to ysimall group
leader. The leaders for the Middle School groupPeter Hart
& Luanna Hansberger and the leaders for the Higho8ic
group are Richard Leach, Paige Fishel & Randy Chiamb

Watch bulletins, emails, text messages and nexttmsn
newsletter for more activities. Don't forget to sigp for ac-
tivities in the Parish Hall. And BRING Y O U R FRIDS!
GET YOUR P AR E N T S INVOLVED. We have jobs for
everyone. We need coordinators for the followinglddging
activities, Small Group Leaders, website help, pbaphers,
communications assistance, coordinators for spemiahts.
Please talk to a member of the Youth LeadershipmTaad
they will plug you into what best suits your skidlad talent.

Upcoming Events

We've got some great activities coming up on thierzdar —

Zombie Tag on April 4, the 30-hour Famine (yes, thao

LOCK-IN!) on April 24-25, year-end parties in Junand

don't forget CREATIONFEST June 24-27. Ask anyortgow
has gone to Creationfest and they’ll tell you ttie best four
days you'll ever have. And the New York missioip twas

scheduled so that you could do both.

New York City Mission Trip

We are planning a youth domestic trip this yeaN&w York
City. The trip can be attended by college and téghool
students (rising 9th graders and up). The trip Wwdl from
June 30 to July 7 (Tuesday to Tuesday).

The cost of the trip is $450 per person for paoshrs, $550
per person for non-parishioners. This includegiiog, meals,
and transportation (to, within, and from New YorkyE This

fee can be paid in installments ($100 each montiriuey
through May and $50 for parishioners, $150 for non-
parishioners in June). Please make checks payabBaint
Matthew’s and put “Youth Mission Trip” in the merfield of

the check. Scholarships are available. PleakadaRichard
Leach for details.

If you are interested in attending, please add gmiails to a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Pariah.H

An information meeting will be held on Sunday, Mart5, at
noon. If you cannot attend or if you have questigrisase
email Richard Leach at rpleach1226@aol.com

Creation Fest
Creation Fest is right
around the corner. June
24" may seem like a
long way away, but it's
time to begin signing up
and getting ready for
four of the most unique
and moving days of your
life. Sign up soon as the
tickets have been purchased and space is limited.

Creation Fest is a four day Christian Music Festiwdth
100,000 of your closest friends. There are twoesagne alter-
native and one mainstream that play music frorm@ o mid-
night. Of course, mainstream doesn’t mean the Gamisnusic
you'd hear on 91.9. Some of the artists who aregare
Relient K, David Crowder Band, Skillet, Third Dagasting
Crowns and a whole lot more. It's loud, it's dartdeaand it's
moving.

On top of the music are some of the most movinglepes
you'll ever hear. There are stories about thoseeied and ways

that God works directly in each of our lives. Evgrgrson
who has gone on this trip has come home changefiratidg

a deeper relationship with their friends and wittdG

We'll be leaving at noon June ®4nd returning Sunday, June
28", around noon. The cost is $150 which covers maats
tickets. Often people bring another $50 for t-shat any ex-
tra food they might want to buy at the stands. Asags,
scholarships are available for some or all of thstcit's far
more important you come than that we get money.

While this event is geared towards middle and lsighoolers,
the adults who have come to support the event lcamee
away just as changed as the teens. We do need vaduit-
teers to help execute, or simply stay at the camasid listen
to music and talk.

Please contact Tom Leary at (703) 599-8696 or
tom.leary@stmatthewsstering.org any time if youehany
guestions.




UPCOMING EVENTS
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Save the Dates:
Family Camping Trip
May 22-25, 2009

Bring your family, grab your tent and sleeping bagd
join us for a fun-filled Memorial Weekend in Shedaah
National Forest. We have reserved a group siteesoam

all be together for this fun weekend.
Please email Miriam at Miriamt@mac.com to reservery
spot at the group site. Tents and supplies ardsdn@ito
borrow if you don’t have your own. Feel free toitev
friends to come along.

2009 Kids Concerts

Saturday, April 25th at 11am Rocknoceros
Saturday, July 18th at 11am Mr. Don
Saturday, September 26th at 11am Mr. Knick Knack

Bring a blanket and lunch, tell some friends
and enjoy the music!

MISSION TRIP

FUNDRAISERS

Annual Spring Yard Sale

St. Matthews will once again hold a spring yara salthis year

Good Search

Did you know there is a painless way to raise mofeeySaint

on Saturday, May 2nd-- to raise money for our youth missionMatthew's? It is called Goodsearch. Saint Matthenill receive

trip to New York City. Donations will be acceptatl day Fri-
day, May 1st, in the parish hall. If you have dtoves that you
cannot hold until May 1st, please contact Jearcirett or Deb
Listopad to make arrangements for dropping off gem

As always, we will accept used clothing, toys, tmokovies,
working electronics, household items, tools, bikesniture,
etc. -- anything that will help us raise funds tbe mission
trip! Watch for more details in the months to come

funds if you use Goodsearch in two ways:

(1) as a search engine - Saint Matthews will rez@ne penny
for each internet search you make

(2) for on-line purchases - if you make on-lineghases through
Goodsearch, Saint Matthew's will receive a peragmtaf your

purchase from the Goodsearch vendors

Using Goodsearch is easy.

(A) You can find it at www.goodsearch.com

(B) After arriving at the home page - where it agks to enter
your charity here ... type "st matthews" (no period @o apos-
trophe) and hit Verify.

(C) Scroll down the list of names until you find Btatthews
Episcopal Church (Sterling, VA) and click on it

(D) Then search away or purchase away (the veratershown
under Goodshop)

Please give it a try. It will not cost you anythiand yet it will
bring some needed revenue to Saint Matthews.




SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Ash Wednesday Services

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 25th. Seswill be held at 6
a.m., 12 noon, and 7:30 p.m. Attendance at anWstinesday service is
essential to properly understanding and celebré&iamsger.

Lenten “Souper Suppers” Return!

This year we’'ll be reading a book call€de Shacly William P. Young.
This is a book which many people have found botilehged and
transformed their faith, inviting them to see Gondhew and fresh ways.
Books are available in the Narthex for $10 whilpies last.

Each evening we will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a derfsouper supper” in
the parish hall. Study and discussion will starZ:80 and conclude at
8:30 p.m. There will be programs for middle schookend elementary
age children as well! Bring yourself, bring the fmbring a friend! As part of your Lenten disdip¢, plan on joining friends new
and old each Wednesday evening, March 4 througit Apor food, fellowship, and a spiritual journsyudyingThe Shackogether.

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE
RICHARD LEACH, CHAIRPERSON

Saint Matthew’s had a good financial year in 2008te in 2008 A summary of 2008 is:

it did not look like we were going to have a go@as, but your - Operating Income $488K; Total Income $578K
year-end gift generosity made it so. In Decembereceived . Operating Expense $503K; Total Expense $617K
almost $80K in donations. Thank you so much famyeelp. . Mission Trip deficit $20K; Account zeroed from GF
For 2008 our operating expense was $503K whileoperating - General Fund surplus $84K

earning was $488K. Thus we used $15K of our saviBut as - Debt $554K (church property and Argonne house)
noted above, we were in danger of consuming olireesdivings. ] )

We ended the year with a healthy $84K in savings. Again, thank you for your continued support.
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LOL YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR
Here’s the monthly update to our LOL Calendar. \&feenlots of opportunities for you to get to
know each other and to have fun! Please take #gs pnd add these important events to your
calendar, or just post this on your fridge.
March 6 Cosmic Bowling at Bowl America in Herndon
March 15 Small Groups 7-8:30pm
March 22  Small Groups 7-8:30pm
Apr 4 Zombie Tag at St. Matthews
April 19 Small Groups 7-8:30pm
Apr. 24-25 30-Hour Famine — This is always a stant] can’t miss activity for the year
May 17 Small Groups 7-8:30pm
May 22—-25 Family Campout at Mathew’s Arm in SheraatdNational Forest
May 31 Small Groups 7-8:30pm

June 7 Senior Baccalaureate Service and Dinner

June 14 Graduation/End of School picnic at BraiicR Park — come celebrate the end of
school and say goodbye to the largest class ob8ewe’'ve ever had!

June 24-27 CreationFest — Four great days of aagnfive music and the most fun you'll
have all summer.

July Middle School Retreat

Stay tuned for summer events — a summer calendlazosme out in the spring.
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