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Dear Friends, We are surrounded by great peopl

whom we love dearly (and with my What | really feel called to do is
I wrote the following as a post on own kids virtually grown, being near stay here and continue the work
my blog, so | know some of you hav my brother and his family is a particu- we've begun; to share life with you
read it there. But for those of you lar bonus that Linda and | would notin a way that is only possible as we
who have not seen it (the vast ma soon do without). | would put Saint continue to spend the years to-
jority, 1 am sure!), it seemed impor- Matthew’s up against any church any gether; and to find ongoing joy in

tant to say it here as well. where, so there is no doing any bette the lasting and very real difference
there. we are making in people’s lives, our
As hard as it is to believe, we've community, and the world.

lived in northern Virginia for over Mostly, what | feel comes down to

six years now. That is longer thar wanderlust, pure and simple. Thelt is these for these reasons, and

Linda and | have ever lived any- world is such a big place with so many others like them, that | remain en-

where in our adult life. For me, this interesting things in it. I'm fascinated thusiastically committed to life and

means that | sometimes find mysel by what | don’t yet know and what ministry with you here at Saint Mat-

thinking about trying something I've not yet experienced, and they hav thew’'s. As we enter 2008, | hope

different, trying something new. a certain magnetic draw upon me. you will join me in wholeheartedly
dedicating ourselves anew to our

| should be quick to add right up So occasionally | do find myself feel- life together and the important work

front that this is in no way a reflec- ing unsettled and restless inside. Bl that God has given us to do.

tion on my circumstances or anyon¢ from what | can tell, those feelings are

in them. This is a great place to be a distraction right now, a misdirection. Rob+

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

For some reason, this month’* And his timetable is more a diversified group of people. chilt cooleort ?
article is not easy to write. important than mine. He see: But that never happened. In-
This is my last article as Sen-the whole picture, and he ha: stead, | was heartened by all
ior Warden. | still have so the best seat in the house fcthe love and willingness to ﬁg;%‘;ig‘éisspi{ 2
many things I'd like to share seeing that picture. work hard toward a common
with you, but | can’t possibly goal of knowing and sharing
fit it all into one article. | thank all of you for working God's love. Stewardship 2008 2

with  me and sharing your

So I've decided I'm not going journey with me these last No matter where my journey
to try to write it all down. It four years. There has neve takes me, this church and all\yegyy hignights 5
isn't as though I'm leaving been a moment when | have of you will be a very special
Saint Matthew’s. There is still n't felt supported. In accept- part of my spiritual evolution.

so much to do, and | look ing this position, | thought It's been an honor, a pleasure;

forward

to the challenge. that | might get bogged downand a truly moving experi- WATCHinJanuary 3

There are so many things in petty complaints and small ence to work with you and to

thought I'd have finished by issues that would steal mywork with Rob. Thank you

now, but they are just begin-time and energy from more for the love and Christian Mission Trips 3

ning or

haven't even started important things. | have fellowship that you have

Yet | think the biggest thing worked with many organiza- shown to me. | look forward

I've learned these last four tions over the years, and petti to the years ahead. See mailing cover for VBS
years is that my timetable ancness is typically a part of announcement!

God’'s may not be the same leadership when dealing with




Chili Cook-Off

Warm up this winter by joining us for a bowl of ateing
chili! The Chili and Cornbread Cook-Off date is 8ag, Janu-
ary 13. We'll gather in the parish hall after sees (about
11:30 a.m.) to place our bets on the best chili emmhbread.
Join us for some great food, fun, and fellowship!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Before we enter the season of Lent, don't misswiaderful
dinner on February 5 served by our youth! Joimuhé parish

hall for one of two seatings: 6:00 p.m. and 7:06.pOur
teens will be cooking up an evening meal of pansaied
sausages. All proceeds from the dinner will helpdfithe
2008 mission trips.

February Sweetheart’s Dinner Dance

You won't believe how the parish hall will be trémsned
into a magical place on Saturday, February 16. rittanhas
begun, so make sure you save the date for a spa@ning of
romance! More information will be in the Februaswsletter
and Sunday announcements.

| wanted to take this opportunity to provide youugdate on
our stewardship campaign for 2008. During a stesfp
campaign, each of us is asked to prayerfully cangidedging
to the local church to support the ministries andsion of
that local church.

As of December 2, 2007, Saint Matthew’s had reckigé

pledges for a total of $317,000. To those who haueed in a
2008 pledge to Saint Matthew'thank you To those who
have not yet done so, | urge you to seek the Logdidance
to help determine if you should pledge and how mimh
pledge. If you are unsure how to pledge, pleaseie, and |
will be happy to give you a pledge card and ansavgr ques-
tions that you might have.

The dollar figure received thus far is good, busihot great.
Our goal is to raise $375,000. As a large percentdgSaint
Matthew’s revenue goes to fund the “basics,” if de not
reach our goal we may have to cut some of the mynéstivi-
ties planned for 2008. In 2007, the “basics” (stafilities,
and facilities maintenance) required 70% of ourdaid This
left 30% to fund outreach programs (ESL, Mountaiis$ibn

School, support of LINK, etc.), mission trips (higbhool and
adult trips, Mission Possible), worship servicesugin, altar
supplies, etc.), community activities (doughnutsl aoffee
every Sunday, pizza and game nights, scholarshipsvents
like fishing trips or trips to a baseball game, tand spiritual
formation (Sunday School and other course currioyMBS,
youth group activities, WATCH, Lenten program arevaot
tional, parish retreat scholarships, etc.). Theryestewards
the budget carefully and wisely, which allows Salat-
thew's to do a lot with the money given to her. Hwer, |
know God is calling us to do more. One importaatritfor
2008 is hiring a full time clergy assistant for Rdthis will
require additional funds if we are to continue fungdpro-
grams as we have in the past.

Saint Matthew’s is a wonderful church, and we hawson-
derful congregation. | am touched by your contingederos-
ity. | want you to know that it is very much appieted.

| wish you the best in your financial life with God
Richard Leach, Finance Committee Chair

Vestry Highlights

The December 5 vestry meeting opened with praybe T
vestry began with a report on the church finandal®f No-
vember 30, 2007. Income was in good shape. Of 82¢080
solicited for the parking lot and Argonne propei$$6,000
have been received. Projected to year end, thelctalmould
have a surplus of $45,000 (drawing down the 2006lss
by about $11,000). ~ Next came consideration of20@8
budget and the Stewardship Campaign. Total expefoses
2008 would be about $631,000, and income wouldHueia
$583,000. The projected deficit for 2008 then wouble
about $48,000. In the 2008 Stewardship Campaignidtal
amount pledged as of December 2 was $317,000, wiésh
ahead of last year’s stewardship campaign at a ambje
point. There are ways the 2008 projected deficitldde
reduced, such as hiring the clergy assistant laténe year.

Apart from cutting out a major program or a stadfgon, there
is not a way to cut out $48,000 from the budgel.oAlhis led
to discussion about possibilities for increasecenese in 2008
and reduced expenses. The vestry concluded tratbtidget
fits well with the vision, mission, and strategigjectives of the
church. ~ With respect to the need for new vestgmipers
beginning in 2008, two people have expressed isténebeing
a candidate for vestry. A third is needed, as tlareegoing off
the vestry in January 2008. ~ A report on prospfmta new
building noted that the Building Committee met ied@mber.
The next step is to meet with Loudoun County offici The
aim is to begin planning the new building in thestfiquarter of
2008. The planning process will include hiring acchitect/
planner and initiating a capital campaign. ~ Thatmegular
meeting will be Tuesday, January 15, 2008, 7:0Q p.m




WATCH in January There will also be a Bible study on James, a vikrges about
, ] “Strengths” for the high schoolers, a program faddte and
ES th’)e start of a new year. What kind of yearydn want 0 gjementary schoolers, and a nursery for the younges
ave?
) _ So if you are really are interested in having aagsear and
What if we told you we have a course designed 1p b8  making the most of the opportunities 2008 will nets join

think more deeply about what we aelly good atand todo ;5 on Wednesday nights from January 9 through Jar8éa
those things better than we ever have before i8B200€ell, That's only 4 weeks — what do you have to lose? gakher

here is the good news — we do! each Wednesday, beginning January 9, at 7:00 p.rdine

Based on Marcus Buckingham’s bestselling ba@® Put together on a wonderful meal prepared specially dsr
Your Strengths taWork, this is precisely one of the course: Classes follow at 7:30 and conclude by 8:30 p.npéHm see
we’ll be offering at WATCH this January. you there!

2008 Mission Trips
We are planning three mission trips next summen: yauth trips and one adult trip. The details aréolows.

Youth trip number 1
Domestic trip to Philadelphia with Center for StntMissions, August 3-9, 2008
For rising 9" graders and up
Trip leader, Mary Petersen
Additional information at www.csm.org

Youth trip number 2
International trip, returning to Pomona, BelizethwPraying Pelican, June 28-July 5, 2008
For rising 18" graders and up
Trip leader, Lisa Lintelman
Additional information at www.prayingpelicanmissgarg

Adult trip
International trip to Kenya with Adventures In Mimss, July 10-July 24, 2008 (2 weeks)
For age 18 and up
Trip leader, Mark Vereb
Additional information at www.adventures.org

Trip Costs

Youth Domestic Youth International Adult International

$300 / person $900 / person $900 / person

Scholarships are available. We do not want monestdp a person from going on a mission trip. CanRichard Leach at
rpleach1226@aol.corior more information. Sign up on the bulletin babé@m the parish hall. When you sign up, please igev
a $100 deposit. All checks should be given to Ridhaeach and made payable to Saint Matthew’s. Tips will require sub-
stantial fundraising. We will need help with fundiag ideas and labor at the fundraisers.

Payment Schedule
We will have a payment plan.

Payment Due Date

Youth Domestic Trip

Either International Trip

December 31, 2007

$100 / person

$100 / person

February 1, 2008

$100 / person

$250 / person

April 1, 2008

$100 / person

$250 / person

June 1, 2008

N/A

$300 / person
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